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FORENSIC PATHOLOGY FELLOW 
 
 

DEFINITION: 
 
Under immediate supervision, performs post-mortem examinations to determine cause of death in Medical Exa miner cases; 
testifies and provides medical evidence at inquests and court trials; and performs related work as assigned. 
 
 
DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
Forensic Pathology Fellow is a limited term class providing specialized training in forensic pathology. Appointments to 
this class are limited to twelve (12) months, or 2080 hours, and are not subject to Civil Service protection. 
 
 
EXAMPLES OF DUTIES: 
  
Performs post-mortem examinations to establish cause of death and provides medical evidence as to whether death was 
natural, accidental, suicidal, or homicidal; visits scenes of death; performs microscopic examinations of tissues required in 
establishing cause of death; submits samples of body fluids and tissues for toxicology and clinical laboratory examination 
when such analysis appears to be required; performs death scene examinations; prepares detailed reports of findings; 
confers with Medical Examiner, Chief of Forensic Pathology, Forensic Pathologists, and law enforcement agencies and 
assists them in interpreting autopsy findings for the purpose of reconstructing events leading to a suspected or actual 
homicide or suicide; gives testimony at inquests and in court trials. 
 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
General Knowledge of: 
 
− Investigative procedures and techniques necessary to determine the circumstances, manner and cause of death 

reportable to the Medical Examiner. 
− Embalming, toxicology and histology. 
− Techniques of autopsies. 
 
Skills and Abilities to: 
 
− Review and evaluate complex investigations, autopsy reports and other details in establishing cause of death. 
− Communicate effectively in public and provide testimony in court and in grand jury proceedings. 
− Understand and apply statues, ordinances and regulations related to the Medical Examiner’s office. 
 
 
EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE: 
 
Education, training and/or experience that demonstrate possession of the knowledge, skills and abilities stated above.  An 
example of qualifying education/experience is: 
 
1. Eligibility to take the Anatomic Pathology Examination, or, Anatomic and Clinical Pathology Board examination; 

OR,  
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2. Board certification in Anatomic Pathology, or, in Anatomic and Clinical Pathology.  
 
SPECIAL NOTES, LICENSES, OR REQUIREMENTS: 
 
License: 
 
Possession of State of California license to practice medicine (State of California Business and Professions Code Sec. 
2135). 
 
Positions in this class require possession of a valid Class "C" California driver's license or the ability to arrange for field 
travel.  Employees may be required to use their personal vehicles. 
 
Note: 
 
The Anatomic Pathology training must have been approved by the American Accreditation Council for graduate 
education. 
 
Appointments to this class will terminate at the completion of 2080 hours of work. 
 
Working Conditions: 
 
Incumbents may be subject to call-back/standby or weekend schedules as dictated by the needs of the department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


